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STEP 1

Using lots of wet on wet techniques 
with Inktense helps create the first 
and most important foundation 
stage on which to build this 
expressive, colourful river scene.

V I B R A N T 
L A N D S C A P E S
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STEP 2

Using different pressured strokes, 
the colours just melt onto the 
sheet or delicately compliment 
the surface texture of the paper, 
further extending creative 
expression for finer details. Due 
to it's permanence, Inktense can 
be worked over once dry without 
affecting previous layers of vivid 
colour.

STEP 3

Continuing with the layering 
process, after the initial foundation 
is dry, mix a little Permanent White 
Gouache into the Inktense colour 
to give a heavier body and more 
intensity to the opaque mixes.

STEP 4

Now use Inktense pencils to build 
up the details.

STEP 5

Bring the whole painting together 
using Inktense blocks on their side, 
one over the other, to highlight 
textures in the foliage. Use dry 
Inktense pencils (no water) to add 
the final linear details, especially in 
the foreground grasses.

Top Tips

• �You can layer Inktense without smudging or lifting previous layers. Start with the 
lighter colours at the bottom before adding the darker colours over the top.

• �You can also add detail by running a wet waterbrush over an Inktense block 
or pencil.

VIBRANT LANDSCAPES 
STEP BY STEP WITH ROBERT 
DUTTON

YOU WILL NEED

• Inktense Blocks 72 Tin
• Inktense Pencils 36 Tin
• Permanent White Gouache
• 300gsm cold pressed paper
• Waterbrush



C U S H I O N 
D E S I G N
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STEP 1

Draw and colour with Inktense pencils as usual. 
Even though the glow of the colours is most 
pronounced wet, these strong, gemstone colours 
are still striking when dry. When used dry you can 
add subtle details to your work. If you are using 
Inktense blocks, colour large areas on the sides and 
draw details with the corner and tip.

STEP 2

Moisten the surface first and then see how the 
colour dissolves in water and spreads smoothly. 
You can design the whole work with smooth 
colours and follow how they intertwine and 
mix with each other. Or you can also let each 
application set and then work with a dry pencil or 
block to create layers. An interesting contrast is 
created between these smooth and accurate shapes.
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STEP 3

Using the Derwent Spritzer, you can easily make 
your own spray inks with Inktense blocks. Scratch 
the pigment onto paper, pour into the bottle, add 
water and shake. You can use one or more colours 
to create your own colour blends. Spray impressive 
effects on your work or use with stencils..

STEP 4

Create splashes by wetting part of your surface 
with a brush. Then scratch the Inktense block or 
Pencil with a craft knife to apply the colour over 
the area you have moistened. Pigments dissolve 
in water and absorb into the surface. For larger 
splashes, take some colour from your Inktense 
blocks to a wet brush and then tap the brush over 
your finger so that the splashes hit the paper.

STEP 5

Moisten the rubber stamp lightly with a brush, 
swipe the colour over the stamp side, and then 
press the image onto your surface. When the 
pattern is still wet, you can continue working 
by moving the colours with a wet brush, gently 
from the edges of the pattern to the centre areas. 
Alternatively, you can wait for the stamped 
pattern to dry, and then continue working with 
Inktense pencils.

Top Tips

• �Use Inktense pencils and blocks like fabric colours. Soak the fabric and draw, or 
paint on dry fabric with a wet brush.

• �Inktense products are permanent once dry, and can be safely washed by hand at 
a cold temperature (max 30°C). Recommend using water only and avoid harsh 
detergents.

• �Why not try decorating a range of surfaces like, fabric bags and pillowcases, or 
create a piece of art on canvas.

CUSHION DESIGN STEP BY 
STEP WITH SUVI KYYRONEN

YOU WILL NEED

• Inktense Blocks 36 Tin
• Inktense Pencils 24 Tin
• Fabric (of your choice)
• Paint brushes

30° 
hand wash 
your fabric 
projects

• Spritzer
• Craft knife
• Stamps
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yellow across the page.

STEP 3

Using the strokes on the page as a 
reservoir of colour, add clean water to 
the paper with the waterbrush. Turn the 
textured marks to liquid paint and move 
them around, whilst sprinkling powdered 
XL block onto the paper, to increase the 
intensity of the colour. Whilst the paint is 
wet, use the block to press further marks 
on to the page for the eyebrow.

STEP 4

Once the page is fully dry use the narrow 
edge of the block to make a broad, blue, 
horizontal stroke from the corner of the 
eye. You might find it helpful to practice 
your strokes on a separate sheet of paper, 
wearing down the edge of the block to 
allow for a more consistent mark.

STEP 5

Use the corner of the block to draw 
a narrow stroke across the eyelashes, 
around the iris and around the pupil. 
Returning the waterbrush to wet the 
marks, carefully paint colour across the 
eye, leaving the highlight white. Finally, 
make a playful, agile mark beneath the 
eye in red. Make sure you practice your 
marks beforehand to get a feel for how 
earlier layers of colour can resist lighter 

marks.

STEP 1
To add a little colour to the white of paper, 
start off with a wash of colour taken directly 
from the XL block. Using the waterbrush, 
liquify the top of the block as if it were a 
watercolour pan. Then flick, drop and paint a 
layer of colour over the page, establishing the 
shape of the eye in brush marks of yellow and 
red.

STEP 2

The texture and colour of the XL blocks 
express themselves differently on wet and dry 
paper. For this stage, to bring out the texture 
of the paper, let both the paper and the XL 
blocks dry before adding more marks to ensure 
that they remain consistent. Using the board 
edge of the block make bold strokes in red and 

E X P R E S S I V E 
E Y E
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Top Tips

• �Speed up your drying times by using a hair dryer and practice beforehand to avoid 
blowing paint across your work.

• �Safely use a craft knife to sharpen the blocks and save the shavings to mix with 
water.

INKTENSE BLOCKS STEP BY 
STEP WITH JAKE SPICER

YOU WILL NEED

• Inktense XL Blocks 6 Tin
• 300gsm cold pressed paper
• Waterbrush
• Paper Towel
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